FLEET   CANAL  AND   THAMES   QUAY
Wall Key or Wharfe as bounds the River of Thames from
Tower Wharfe to London Bridge and from London Bridge to
the Temple Staires . . . before the fower and twentieth day of
March [I669J'.1 This is a prohibition similar to that which
was applied to the land on either side of the Fleet river, but it
is nothing more. The great public quay which was to run
level and open along the north bank of the Thames is barely
foreshadowed. Farther on, however, there is evidence that it
had once had its place in the Act. The clause governing the
application of the coal duty makes provision 'for the satisfac-
tion of such persons whose Grounds shall be imployed for the
makeing of Wharfes or Keyes on the North side of the River of
Thames'.2 Evidently the purchase of land for making a quay
had been discussed, though the Act as passed made no refer-
ence to it. It seems probable, in fact, that Parliament had been
unable to come to any agreement on the subject before the
King had driven it to pass a measure which, however incom-
plete, would yet end the state of suspended activity and allow
the citizens to begin rebuilding. To preserve the necessary
land until the next session it had therefore inserted a brief
clause prohibiting the erection of any save temporary structures
on the area required. Thus the Thames Quay seems to have
shared the lot of the Fleet scheme and the problem of the
suppression of redundant parish churches. Left unsolved by
the first Act, it was not abandoned. The solution had been
postponed, but it had not been given up.
Because of the delays already discussed, Parliament's next
move could not be completed until more than three years after
its first. Statutory provision for the Thames Quay was there-
fore deferred until in April 1670 the second Rebuilding Act
passed both Houses and received the royal assent. Then, for
the first time, the quay received the sanction of Parliament
and passed from the ranks of plans proposed to those of plans
to be carried out. This was a great step forward, but it is
important to realize how markedly the period of waiting had
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